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Dear All
HARMONISED MANDATORY CONTROL SYSTEM – USE AND DISCHARGE OF JACKING GREASES
A letter was issued on the 18 September 2008, notifying industry that the OSPAR Offshore Industry Committee (OIC) had agreed that jacking greases would be covered by the Harmonised Mandatory Control System (HMCS) for offshore chemicals, and that this would come into force on 1 January 2009.
In the letter, DECC suggested two methods of permitting and reporting use and discharge of the jacking greases, and invited rig operators to comment.  The first option was to include the jacking greases in the relevant PON15s covering the rig activities, and the second option was an annual permit that could be issued to the rig operators for each jack-up rig operating on the UKCS.
Some rig operators notified us of their use of jacking greases and were able to confirm that these were certified with CEFAS (in some scases after several reminders) and some did not reply.  Of the companies that replied, two stated that their preference would be for the rig operators to request an annual permit, and one stated that the offshore operator should include the jacking grease in the relevant drilling and work-over permits.  The other respondents did not comment on the preferred permitting procedure.
Due to the difficulty we have had in obtaining responses from some of the rig operators, DECC has decided that the offshore operators should be required to include any use and/or discharge of jacking grease in all relevant PON15B or PON15F applications that involve the use of a jack-up rig.  We apologise for this additional requirement, but we have significant concerns in relation to trying to obtain the necessary information from the rig operators.   
If you have any comments or queries in relation to this letter please do not hesitate to contact myself on 01224 254101 or email the Environmental Management Team at EMT@decc.gsi.gov.uk.  Subject to consideration of any comments received, we would intend to introduce the new procedure on 1 April 2010.
Yours sincerely

Carol Newbigging
Environmental Manager


